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Statement of the Problem: Delay or failure of normal 
language development is not a rare situation in childhood. An 
interdisciplinary approach is recommended for assessment and 
management of speech disorders, and audiologists have an 
undoubtedly significant role in this team. The objectives of this 
study are to detect any middle ear disease or any underlying 
hearing loss among the phenotypically healthy pre-school 
children with speech delay.

Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: Between January 2016 
and October 2018, 58 children aged 2–5 years old identified 
with speech-language delayed were examined in our clinic. The 
audiological examination consisted of otoscopy and transient 
evoked otoacoustic emissions (TEOAEs) at first. The children, who 
did not pass, underwent a series of tests including audiometry, 
auditory brainstem response (ABR) and tympanometry. If hearing 
was normal, they were recommended for further examinations in 
the Greek Federation of Mental Health. 

Findings: Subjects were classified into three groups; those with 
normal hearing in group I consisted of 41 (70.69%); fluctuating 
conductive hearing loss in group II consisted of 11 children 
(18.97%) and moderate to profound sensorineural hearing loss in 
group III with six children (10.34%) .

Conclusion & Significance: A great number of healthy pre-
school children with speech disorders were found to have normal 
hearing, although an important part of them was diagnosed with 
hearing impairment of varied severity. The above results highlight 
the necessity of early identification and intervention, as well as 
the cooperation of specialists to support children in this critical 
period of language development.
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