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Natural disasters are socio-natural phenomena whose effects are not
always distributed equally over the population. The risk of disaster arises
from the product between threats and vulnerability. The impact of natural risks
influences the sustainable development of a society. The way in which the
human being relates to nature and the human action, are prone to generate
situations of danger. The likelihood of a natural hazard materializing seems
to have been assumed. For that reason, the human being lives in constant
risk on the Earth, something that is not new. The climate models indicate
an increase in climate irregularity in the Mediterranean regions. In general,
climate change poses scenarios of greater risk in the face of natural hazards.
From environmental psychology, the study of risk perception as a factor for risk
analysis is addressed. From this perspective, this study is proposed, with the
purpose of knowing some aspects such as: the perception of threat, the risk
exposure, the awareness of the damage, the evolution of the risk, the elements
of concern, the level of concern, the elements of exposure, the mode of
attribution, knowledge of natural risk and, in particular, the knowledge of forest
fire risk. The study population is made up of citizens of the Valencia community,
a region of Eastern Spain that has a singular climate and topography, which
makes it more susceptible to have episodes of droughts, floods, strong winds
from the west, heat waves and wild land fires, mainly. It is necessary to know
how society perceives risk due to adverse natural phenomena, for this reason,
we hope that the results of this study will contribute to the improvement of the
risk reduction programs in this region of the Spanish Mediterranean.
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