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W o r l d  S u m m i t  o n

Climate Change and 
Global Warming

The present study aims to evaluate the climate change and health related knowledge, attitudes and practices (KAP) of the 
elderly population (60 years plus) in Hefei and Suzhou cities of China (n=300). This cross-sectional study includes 150 

participants in each city. Data regarding demographic characteristics, KAP and climate change perceptions were collected using 
a semi-structured questionnaire. When asked about the potential impacts of climate change over 79% of participants stated 
that climate change affected their lifestyle. Participants were most concerned about storms (51.7%), food shortage (33.3%) and 
drought (26%). The main health risks cited included water contamination (32%), air pollution related diseases (38.3%) and lung 
disease (43%). Finally, a majority (68.3%) did not report receiving government assistance on climate change issues. Logistic 
regression models were used to analyse the data in order to understand the links between socio-demographical factors and KAP 
of the participants. These findings provide insights for potential adaptation strategies targeting the elderly. It is recommended 
that government should take responsibility in creating awareness strategies to improve the coping capacity of elderly in China to 
climate change and its health impacts, and develop climate change adaptation strategies.
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