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The acidification of the oceans is a phenomenon associated with the atmo-
spheric CO2 emissions resulting from the different anthropogenic activi-

ties, mainly transport and industry. This document discusses some conceptu-
al aspects necessary to understand the behaviour of this phenomenon in the 
context of the Colombian Caribbean region, specifically in the valuation of eco-
system functions and intangible heritage present in that area. The socioeco-
nomic and environmental impacts of the gradual acidification of the oceans 
have received increasing attention due to its importance in the development 
of communities that depend directly and indirectly on marine ecosystems. The 
acidification of the oceans, coupled with the phenomenon of climate change, 
overfishing and pollution of the bodies of continental waters that flow into the 
seas, together, are factors that put at high risk marine biodiversity and the dif-
ferent ecosystems that perform functions essential for the environment, such 
as seagrass beds, beaches, estuaries and coral reefs among others. The study 
area selected was the Colombian Caribbean region (132,288 km2), with an ap-
proximate area of 42,699 km2 occupied 23 types of ecosystems, among which 
are coral reefs, seagrass beds, rocky cliffs, beaches and funds soft. Thus, this 
document aims to identify the main socio-economic and cultural impacts aris-
ing from the acidification of the Colombian Caribbean Sea, and for this the 
document is divided into three sections: origin of the atmosphere-ocean CO2 
flows, a review of the socio-economic impacts of the effects of acidification, 
an approach to the assessment of ecosystem functions in the face of the phe-
nomenon of and a description of ecosystems and their functions in the context 
of the Colombian Caribbean.
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