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he present study had evaluated the effect of crude oil contamination ona  Biography
microbial community in hyper-arid soils. The Evrona nature reserve of Israel, , ,
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situated in the Arava, was exposed twice in the last 40 years to petroleum-  jversity, Israel. One of his main interests is in the relationship
hydrocarbon-spill pollution. The first pollution event took place 40 years ago  of soil invertebrates and detrital food web structure to primary
and was never treated, presenting a unique future time-point perspective to ~ Production in arid, semrarid, and agro ecosystems. Other

) . A interests include the monitoring of rangeland conditions
the current (2014) contamination event. Soil samples were collected after the  (health), assessment of the success of rehabilitation efforts
second spill; abiotic properties and bacterial diversity in the sampled soil were  in disturbed rangelands, and biological management of soil
analyzed. The results showed that there is a significant decrease over time in ~ 600Systems for sustainable agricuiture. He has supervised over

y . . 9 ) 60 students (MSc, PhD, and Postdoctoral Fellows), published
the number of observed bacterial species in the contaminated samples coupled o1 200 publications in refereed journals.
together with a bacterial species replacement toward species capable of using
source oil as the sole carbon and energy source. The presence of petroleum
in soil significantly changed the composition and functional diversity of a
microbial community and the Evrona nature reserve is still in the middle of a

bioremediation process even 40 years after the crude oil contamination
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