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The preservation of biodiversity is a fundamental prerequisite for sustainable development. In particular, several studies 
have demonstrated that sustainable ecosystem management is likely to contribute to sustained economic growth and 

human development. As a result, a key priority of the global sustainable development agenda becomes the establishment of a 
coordinate and coherent approach to measure biodiversity, and analyze the relation between ecosystem preservation, economic 
development and social well being. Starting from these considerations, this presentation seeks to explore the linkages between 
biodiversity measurement frameworks and progress towards Sustainable Futures, a concept that grew out of global dialogues 
on the definition of the post-2015 sustainable development goals and targets. In particular, the use of biodiversity indicators 
is reviewed, focusing on the measuring frameworks elaborated by different organizations (e.g. Aichi Biodiversity Targets). 
Based on the review of methodologies, an integrated approach is proposed for (1) the analysis of biodiversity trends, (2) the 
identification of potential environmental challenges and policy opportunities related to biodiversity conservation, and (3) the 
assessment, monitoring and evaluation of green economy policies aimed at preserving ecosystems while ensuring economic 
growth and social inclusiveness. The approach, which is based on the valuation of investments, added benefits and avoided 
costs, is proposed as a valuable method to conduct a systemic analysis of sectoral and cross-sectoral implications of biodiversity 
policy implementation, in order to evaluate progress towards environmental preservation and sustainable development goals, 
with careful consideration of distributional impacts, as well as short, medium and longer-term effects.
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