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Sclater’s guenon (Cercopithecus sclateri Pocock 1904), also known as Sclater’s monkey and Lagwa monkey;, is a threatened
guenon endemic to southern Nigeria. It ranges in small isolated populations from eastern Niger Delta and Cross River Basin
northwards up to Enugu, which falls within the Guinean forests of the West African biodiversity hotspot. Sclater’s guenon was
initially feared extinct until it was sighted around Oguta (Imo State) in late 1980’s. Ever since, several isolated populations of
the monkey have been reported within this region, leading to a re-classification of its conservation status from endangered to
vulnerable. This paper is a preliminary report on a small population of Sclater’s guenon that has established on a free zone of
a Government-owned zoological garden in Nekede, Owerri. The monkeys found refuge in the free zone following destruction
of their natural forest habitat caught up in the uncontrolled expansion of Owerri metropolis, the administrative capital of Imo
State, Nigeria. Unlike many other populations of Sclater’s guenon, which were protected by local people as sacred objects and
were therefore friendly, the Nekede monkeys were extremely shy and stealthy. In their small natural range of about 15ha, the
population showed versatility in food utilization, with a wide food spectrum that included wild and cultivated fruits, leaves and
insects. The population structure of young:adult ratio of 1.5:1 suggests a fairly stable population. Finally, proposal is made on
habitat forage upgrading as part of a general in-situ conservation plan.
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