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According to the World Health Organization (WHO) on 
ageing in 2015, on average, people around the world are 

living longer.  High income countries, such as Japan, have 30% 
of their population over the age of 65 years and in the United 
States, over 10,000 people turn 65 every day - one person every 
8 seconds. With the ageing population, the importance of heath 
care for the elderly cannot be understated.  With the emphasis 
from birth disease in children shifting to those of chronic illness 
in old age the focus on prevention, appropriate medication use, 
and interprofessional teamwork becomes more important. 
This presentation will review the specific pharmacokinetic 

and pharmacodynamics changes that accompany the aging 
process as well as the role of an interprofessional geriatric 
team as an effective and efficient way to provide care for the 
elderly with dementia.   WHO reports 47 million currently 
affected worldwide and that number is expected to grow to 
75 million by 2030 with the global cost for care increasing to 
over $1.2 trillion. With this in mind, a better approach should 
be made to promote education, prevention, risk reduction and 
therapy. Upon completion of this workshop participants will 
have a better idea of how to provide team-based care for the 
elderly with dementia across the continuum of care levels.
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