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The effect of sowing rate and variety on the yield, protein content and height of faba beans
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mong various grain legume crops grown in Europe, faba bean ranks presently second in area and production after pea and

before lupins, soya, chickpeas and lentils. Seeding rates for faba bean vary according to seed size, sowing time and region.
The purpose of this investigation was to assess the effect of sowing rate and variety on the yield, protein content and height of
faba beans. The varieties were: Bauska (Latvia), Jogeva (Estonia), Gloria (Sweden), Julia (Sweden) and Lielplatones (Latvia).
Two sowing rates were used: 1st at a rate of 30 seeds per m2 for all varieties (100%); 2nd at a rate of 36 seeds per m2 for all
varieties (120%). According to the results of present investigation it can be stated followed: variety influences in a large scale
faba bean yield and protein content. Plant height is less influenced by variety; the sowing rates used in present investigation
did not influence significantly faba bean yield, protein content and plant height. The best variety according to the results was
variety Gloria from Sweden. This variety had quite stable yield in different climatic conditions, the content of protein was
high and the height of plants were more suitable for faba bean production compared to other varieties and finally the increase
in sowing rate by 20% did not influence significantly faba bean yield, protein content and plant height. Therefore, we can
recommend for the production of faba bean to use sowing rate 30 germinating seeds per square meter.
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