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Bangladesh economy is predominantly dependent on 
agriculture. So, the importance of horticulture in the 

national economy has been well justified. The Horticultural 
crops, particularly fruits, vegetables and spices are  playing  a 
vital role in crop diversification, human nutrition, economy, 
environment,  with an ultimate goal of balanced diet, fight 
malnutrition, food self-sufficiency, biodiversity, environmental 
protection and poverty alleviation.  In Bangladesh around 40 
million peoples are suffering from micronutrient deficiency-the 
hidden hunger. Moreover, almost 70% peoples are below the 
poverty level.  Our Government has paid much emphasis on 
rice but not on fruits, vegetable, spices and flowers production 
as our diet is rice based. Although there has been considerable 
success in variety development and technology generation in 
fruits and vegetables but their application are not adequate. 
Improved varieties of fruit like mango, guava, jackfruit, litchi, 
pineapple and banana   are available in Bangladesh. The paper 

deals with mainly achievements, constraints and opportunities 
of horticultural crops (fruits) in Bangladesh for plantations and 
climate change.  They are also contributing in nutrition and 
poverty alleviation of our land scarce, malnutrition affected 
and poor peoples. Bangladesh Agricultural University also 
established the largest fruit repository including a number of 
underutilized, tropical, subtropical, indigenous and temperate 
fruits here in Mymensingh. Contribution of the horticultural 
crops in the climate change, nutrition of poor people and to 
alleviate poverty in coastal (saline), hunger prone (monga) and 
flood affected areas also addressed. Plantation of underutilized 
fruit ber (Jujube) cv. BAU Kul 1 tremendously contributes 
in the poverty reduction and natural soil reclamation from 
saline to non-saline condition. Finally, the paper focuses on 
the future policy of the managements of horticultural crops 
in Bangladesh for economy, nutrition, food security, poverty 
alleviation and sustainable development.
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