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Ethics pertaining to the use of aborted human tissues for research and therapeutic purposes

With recent advancements in the field of medical
science, tissue engineering, organ transplantation,
human embryonic stem cell research and aborted fetal
tissue transplants are becoming an attractive source for
new scientific exploration and innovation in the field of
medicine and healthcare. Human tissues can be used for
transplantation studies and therapeutics as well as for
in vitro purposes in understanding the simple and basic
biology of different ailments as well as in the search for

a better cure. However, like any other drug therapy or
drug discovery process, tissue experimentation generates
intensive debate in terms of ethics and law. Whether it is
moral or immoral to use different aborted materials like
embryonic stem cells from the inner cell mass or fetal tissues
are discussed in this chapter, as these are the two primary
materials that are obtained from aborted fetuses and are
currently intense topics of discussion regarding their ethical
use for experimental and therapeutic purposes.
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