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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES: COMMUNICATING WITH THE PUBLIC ON SCIENCE-
BASED SOCIAL ISSUES AND POLICIES

Policy analysts in the United States, and many democracies, are taught they are not advocates for, but rather trustees of 
the public interest.  However, policy analysts often lack political communication skills in how they present science-based 

information such as environment and health issues, finding their data ignored or manipulated by others.  Using environmental 
issues in the United States, this paper suggests understanding both the values behind policy prescriptions and the values of 
constituents can help policy analysts educate the public without engaging in manipulating the public.
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