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New trends in Romanian tourism in 2018

The industry of travel is incontestable and a powerful driver of economic growth. According to the United Nations World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), tourism currently generates approximately 10% of the world’s GDP, makes up one in every 

10 jobs, accounts for 30% of world trade in services, and drives $1.4 trillion in exports. With this actual increasing globalization, 
international digital and social connectivity, and easily accessible methods of travel, it is easier than ever before for leisure travelers 
to jet set to somewhere new and for business professionals to get to that important meeting. Inspired by the international growth 
trends, the Romanian tourism recorded a significant increase of about 10% in 2017. In the first nine months of 2017, the number 
of Romanian tourists by destinations in Romania increased by one million reaching 9.5 million, so that the number of foreign 
tourists reached a record number of 2,600,000 persons. According to all estimates generously provided by the institutes in 
question, the total number of tourists who choose destinations in Romania will (thanks to God and the willingness and desire of 
the tourists) a number of over 12 million reach in 2018—a value that has not been reached since 1990. Unfortunately, Romania 
persists in error: authorities continue to stimulate consumption at the expense of exports and investments, but tourism urgently 
needs investment in infrastructure and quality staff.
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