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This study explored the utilization of safety precautions and their level of success for researchers studying social deviance or 
criminal behavior. The main purpose of this study was to discover what safety precautions are used by researchers engaged 

in the study of social deviance or criminal behavior, and which of those precautions are considered to be successful at reducing 
or eliminating risk. An online survey instrument was used to gather data from the sample (n=805) which included researchers 
who have conducted qualitative and/or quantitative fieldwork or non-fieldwork based research on the topic of social deviance 
or criminal behavior. The most frequently used safety precautions were: consider or discuss possible safety issues; dress for the 
environment; set limits and; develop a professional/social network of support. These four precautions were found to be very 
successful or better (Likert scale rating of 4 or higher) by the majority of respondents. Numerous charts and graphs will be 
used to present data from this study.
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