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According to mental health care reform in Greece, psychiatric hospitals had to be closed down for their greater part and units 
would have been integrated into general hospitals, during the year 2014-2015. The psychiatric care reform is not yet completed. 

Due to the economic depression of our country in the last 5 years, the Greek government has asked from the European committee, 
an indefinite extension and financial support for the implementation of the psychiatric care reform program. When the reform will 
take place psychiatric nurses will be a part of a larger team of nursing staff working in psychiatric outpatients units. The aim of the 
study was to identify nurses’ educational needs for further training concerning outpatient provision of care. A questionnaire based 
study was conducted among 164 psychiatric nurses working on two major psychiatric hospitals to be closed. The majority of nurses 
noted that the most important issue in everyday work was the effective communication with the client and patients’ symptoms 
management. Nurses thought to be unprepared for management abilities and evidenced based care in community settings. Problems 
between health care team and lack of time and personnel was causes of additional stress in their work. The results have shown that 
nurses were adequate prepared for clinical care but there is a need for further training especially in law issues and nursing role in 
community settings.
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