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The introduction of cardiac Troponins as sensitive 
and specific biomarkers of myocardial injury 

ushered in a new era for risk stratification of 
patients with acute coronary syndromes. Over the 
years, the assays for both Troponin T and I have 
benefited for greatly improved sensitivity while 
maintaining their superb specificity. Our group has 
contributed significantly to this effort (see below 

bio). This presentation will review the evolution of 
the analytical and clinical performance of troponins 
across the spectrum of acute coronary syndromes, 
from unstable angina through overt AMI. I will 
also discuss the recently introduced ultra-sensitive 
troponin assays and the diagnostic dilemmas they 
pose, especially for results approaching the lower 
level of detection.   
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