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Nursing education and nursing practice in respiratory care in Japan
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Our society is getting extremely older, about 30% of the Japanese population is more than 65 years old. The aging of the 
population as a whole means that the number of people with some diseases is also increasing. For the view point of 

respiratory care professionals, we have increased number of respiratory diseases. Smoking rate in 1980th was about 80% in 
Japan. Those people who were smokers in 1980th likely to become COPD and other respiratory disese in now. The number of 
doagnpsed COPD patients is about 220,000, but the number of undiagnosed COPD is estimated about 5 million (NICE study, 
2001). The other challenge is the number of respiratory physicians. There are not enough number of respiratory doctors. We 
need some countermeasures. 

The Japan Nursing Association (JNA, 1994) has developed a system to certify nurses who can use advanced nursing skills 
and knowledge to provide a high level of nursing practice, leadership, and consultation in a specific nursing area. As a result 
of the increasing number of patients with chronic respiratory diseases, the Chronic Respiratory Nursing CN (CR-CN) was 
established in 2010
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