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Protozoan infections of dogs and their role in contamination of public places in Belgrade

Results of parasitological examination of public places in urban enivonmet around the world, we will see that this 
contamination zoonotic parasitosis makes a global problem. Most previous studies have put the emphasis on geohelminte 

where dogs are great hosts and who certainly have great epidemiological significance. Much less attention has been paid to a 
protozoan infection that seen in the feces of dogs that also has a significant epidemiological and Epizootiologic significance 
of contamination of urban areas. These are certainly Giardia intestinalis, Entamoeba histolytica, Cryptosporidium spp. and 
Isospora sp. During the last 30 years of constant monitoring of contamination of public areas and parks of Belgrade, we found 
that the percentage of the presence of protozoal infections of dogs is increasingly in the last ten years. 

In our paper we presented result of examination performed in the period 2017-2019 and included examination of feces of dogs 
taken from the green areas and parks of Belgrade and veterinary clinics of dogs that have had intestinal problems. A total of 750 
samples were examined by carpological methods and 120 samples using the IDEXX Snap Giardia test.  

Giardia intestinalis was found in 19.78% feces from green areas and in 32.4% samples of dogs with clinical symptoms 
of disease is confirmed giardiasis. Entamoeba histolytica was observed in 10.3% and in 21.7% clinically affected dogs. 
Cryptosporidium spp establishment in 5.3% and in 8.4% dogs with diarrhea. Isospora sp. was found in 5.1% of samples of 
feces from green areas and 14.4% of feces of dogs with clinical signs of disease.
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