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Editorial Note

Herbal rubber is a globally traded uncooked material utilized in
numerous merchandise. The maximum crucial patron is the
automobile industry. About 70 percent of the world's natural rubber
finally ends up in vehicle tires.

Inside the past, natural rubber acquired from bushes became the
handiest supply of rubber merchandise. Artificial rubber has been a
fossil-primarily based opportunity considering that 1900. However,
herbal rubber still performs a decisive position inside the industry due
to its special properties.

Herbal rubber grows inside the rubber belt. This refers to the
equatorial areas around the world, which fulfill comparable
developing situations as Brazil the starting place. Nowadays, more
than ninety percentage of the arena's rubber comes from Southeast
Asia.

However the cultivation of rubber has social, monetary and
ecological effects as:

Social risks

* Land grabbing (for example in Laos, Cambodia)

* Infant Labour (as an instance in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar)
* pressured Labour (Myanmar)

* Low Salaries

* Health of people due to publicity to chemicals

 Fitness of give up-clients (Latex hypersensitivity)

* Ecological dangers:

* Genetic range (Microcyclus ulei)

» Lack of Habitat for various species
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¢ Loss of species (due to lack of habitat and others)
¢ Erosion (because of plant life loss)

¢ Deforestation, climate change

¢ Loss of environment services

At the same time, however, the cultivation of herbal rubber is
followed with the aid of a few possibilities. If natural rubber is
cultivated in a sustainable way, the cultivation creates jobs, habitats
for animals and plant life and makes it possible to absorb and store
CO2 from the air.

The challenge "Sustainable cultivation of natural rubber", which
runs from 2017 to 2019, addresses this hassle via contacting clients
and companies and discussing sustainability factors. The intention is
to sensitize customers and organizations and accordingly create
sustainable supply chains

Rubber is used to make cement, adhesive, insulating, and friction
tapes, as well as crepe rubber for insulating blankets and footwear.
There are numerous other uses for vulcanized rubber. Hard rubber is
useful for pump housings and pipelines used in the handling of
abrasive sludge, whereas softer rubber is useful for vehicle tyre treads
and conveyor belts due to its resistance to abrasion.

Rubber's elasticity makes it suitable for various types of shock
absorbers and specialized machinery mountings designed to reduce
vibration; its flexibility makes it appealing in hoses, tyres, and rollers
for devices ranging from domestic clothes wringers to printing
presses; its elasticity makes it suitable for various types of shock
absorbers and for specialized machinery mountings designed to reduce
vibration. Because of its relative gas impermeability, it can be used to
construct air hoses, balloons, balls, and cushions.

Each year, around 25 million tons of rubber is produced, with
natural rubber accounting for 30% of the total. Synthetic rubber
derived from petrochemical sources makes up the rest. Latex products
such as surgeon's gloves, balloons, and other similarly high-value
items come from the upper end of latex manufacture. The mid-range,
which is made from technically specified natural rubber materials, is
used mostly in tyres, but also in conveyor belts, maritime products,
windshield wipers, and other items. Natural rubber has good
flexibility; however synthetic materials are more resistant to external
conditions like oils, temperature, chemicals, and UV light. Rubber that
has been compounded and volcanized to generate cross-links inside
the rubber matrix is referred to as "cured rubber."
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