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About the Study
17 year old female with a history of stage IVS neuroblastoma

diagnosed at the age of 4 months. She received cis-retinoic acid post
radiation and completed all therapy at the age of 4 years.

During a routine audio logic visit, she was noted to have a mass in
her right ear (Figure 1). A CT scan was done which showed a small
homogenous well circumscribed mass in the left external auditory
canal (Figure 2). The mass was biopsied in both left and right ear and
the pathology is shown in Figure 3, with a diagnosis of a Schwannoma.

Figure 1: Endoscopic view of a well circumscribed mass located in
the external auditory canal.

Schwannomas are slow-growing benign tumors. In the head and
neck region, Schwannomas most commonly appear as acoustic
neuroma (25–45%) [1]. Schwannomas are rarely diagnosed in the
external auditory meatus but there have been a few reports in the
literature [2-6]. The differential diagnosis includes other soft tissue
neoplasms: fibroma, chondroma, and leiomyoma. The mass was
treated by complete surgical excision.

Figure 2: Axial CT scan showing a well circumscribed homogenous
mass located lateral to the tympanic membrane.

Figure 3: H&E stain, 4x magnification, Squamous epithelium
overlying a well-circumcised biphasic tumor with
nuclear palisading pattern, and contrasting hypercellular
and hypocellular Antoni areas. The individual cells show
eosinophilic cytoplasm with wavy elongated cytology consistent
with Schwannian origin; without evidence of significant atypia.

References
1. Colreavy MP, Lacy PD, Hughes J, Bouchier-Hayes D, Brennan P,

et al. (2000) Head and neck schwannomas-a 10 year review. J
Laryngol Otol 114: 119-124.

2. Galli J, D'ecclesia A, La Rocca LM, Almadori G (2001) Giant
schwannoma of external auditory canal: A case
report. Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg 124: 473-474.

Jeyakumar et al., J Otol Rhinol 2019, 8:3 Journal of Otology &
Rhinology

Clinical Image A SCITECHNOL JOURNAL

All articles published in Journal of Otology & Rhinology are the property of SciTechnol and is protected by copyright
laws. Copyright © 2019, SciTechnol, All Rights Reserved.

DOI: 10.37532/jor.2019.8(3).376

mailto:ajeyakumar@akronchildrens.org
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-laryngology-and-otology/article/head-and-neck-schwannomas-a-10-year-review/DEB79FB7D961F308BA45659B81790F4B
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-laryngology-and-otology/article/head-and-neck-schwannomas-a-10-year-review/DEB79FB7D961F308BA45659B81790F4B
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-laryngology-and-otology/article/head-and-neck-schwannomas-a-10-year-review/DEB79FB7D961F308BA45659B81790F4B
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1067/mhn.2001.114797?journalCode=otoj
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1067/mhn.2001.114797?journalCode=otoj
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1067/mhn.2001.114797?journalCode=otoj


3. Gross M, Maly A, Eliashar R, Attal P (2005) Schwannoma of the
external auditory canal. Auris Nasus Larynx 32: 77-79.

4. Lewis WB, Mattuchi KF, Smilari T (1995) Schwannoma of the
external auditory canal: an unusual finding. Int Surg 80: 287-290.

5. Harcourt JP, Tungekar MF (1995) Schwannoma of the external
auditory canal. J Laryngol Otol 109: 1016-1018.

6. Topal O, Erbek SS, Erbek S (2007) Schwannoma of the external
auditory canal: a case report. Head Face Med 3: 6.

 

Citation: Jeyakumar A, Keisling M (2019) Unusual Ear Mass. J Otol Rhinol 8:3.

Volume 8 • Issue 3 • 1000376 • Page 2 of 2 •

doi: 10.37532/jor.2019.8(3).376

https://www.aurisnasuslarynx.com/article/S0385-8146(04)00136-1/fulltext
https://www.aurisnasuslarynx.com/article/S0385-8146(04)00136-1/fulltext
https://head-face-med.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1746-160X-3-6
https://head-face-med.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1746-160X-3-6

	Contents
	Unusual Ear Mass
	About the Study
	References


