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Case Description

The diagnosis of intussusception in adults is rare and challenging
[1], and idiopathic intussusception of the intestine following
abdominal hysterectomy is extremely uncommon. The patient
presented to the emergency department with a history of vomiting and
abdominal pain for 3 days. A quick clinical examination found part of
the bowel protruding outside the body through the vagina.

The bowel appeared edematous and was feared to be necrotic, so
she was quickly admitted to the Operating Room (OR). The patient
revealed that she had undergone a hysterectomy 4 months earlier
which helped us to know more about the diagnosis [2]. A median
laparotomy was performed and fortunately after testing the viability of
the bowel with hot serum, the affected part of the bowel was still
viable so it was reintegrated by manual reduction (Figure 1).

We found that the sutures on the vagina had failed causing this
intussusception so they were reattached with Vicryl 2.0 by an overjet
reinforced by separate stitches. The final diagnosis was

Figure 1: Per operative view of the intussusceptions.

intussusception following abdominal hysterectomy. Postoperative
intussusception in the adult represents a different entity than adult
intussusception [2]. Twenty-seven percent of those intussusceptions
occur during the immediate postoperative period. Twenty percent are
related to a suture line (etiology in our case), 28% are presumably
caused by adhesions, and 58% are associated with intestinal intubation

[3].
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