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Description
The SAKO TRG 42 and Accuracy International Arctic Warfare 

Magnum (AWM) are two renowned sniper rifles renowned for their 
exceptional accuracy, long-range capabilities, and battlefield 
effectiveness. This article provides an in-depth comparison of these 
precision rifles, examining their accuracy, use, effective range, 
magazine capacity, damage potential, bullet speed, and primary 
military users. By exploring the features and performance of these 
firearms, we can gain insight into their respective strengths and 
applications.

Accuracy
Both the SAKO TRG 42 and Accuracy International AWM excel in 

terms of accuracy, delivering precise shots at extended distances. The 
TRG 42 features a free-floating heavy barrel and a solid action, 
providing enhanced stability and minimizing barrel harmonics for 
improved accuracy. The AWM, known for its exceptional precision, 
incorporates a high-quality barrel and a robust action, designed to 
maintain accuracy even under harsh conditions. Both rifles are 
renowned for their sub-MOA (Minute of Angle) accuracy, capable of 
consistently hitting targets with exceptional precision.

The SAKO TRG 42 and Accuracy International AWM are primarily 
employed as sniper rifles in military and law enforcement applications. 
These rifles are deployed to engage targets at long distances, gather 
intelligence, and provide precision fire support to ground forces. Their 
design and features cater to the needs of snipers operating in various 
operational environments, including urban, mountainous, and open 
terrain.

Effective range
The effective range of the SAKO TRG 42 and Accuracy 

International AWM is impressive, allowing engagement of targets at 
extended distances. The TRG 42 chambered in .338 Lapua Magnum 
has an effective range of around 1,500 meters (1,640 yards). The 
AWM, chambered in various calibers including .338 Lapua Magnum 
and .300 Winchester Magnum, can engage targets accurately up to 
1,800 meters (1,968 yards). Both rifles' long-range capabilities make 
them well-suited for sniper missions and engagements requiring 
precision at extended distances.

Magazine capacity

The SAKO TRG 42 and Accuracy International AWM come with 
detachable box magazines. The TRG 42 typically utilizes a 5-round 
magazine, although higher capacity magazines are available. On the 
other hand, the AWM generally comes with a 5-round magazine but 
can also accommodate 10-round magazines. The choice of magazine 
capacity depends on the specific requirements and preferences of the 
user, considering factors such as mission duration, weight 
considerations, and reloading requirements.

Damage potential and bullet speed

Both rifles deliver substantial damage potential and high bullet 
speeds, enhancing their effectiveness on the battlefield. The SAKO 
TRG 42, firing .338 Lapua Magnum rounds, generates significant 
energy upon impact, capable of neutralizing targets effectively. The 
AWM, available in different calibers, including .338 Lapua Magnum 
and .300 Winchester Magnum, offers similar damage potential and 
bullet speed. The precise construction of the bullets, coupled with the 
rifles' long-range capabilities, ensures excellent terminal ballistics and 
stopping power.

Recoil force and budget

Recoil force is an important consideration when comparing the 
SAKO TRG 42 and Accuracy International AWM. Recoil, caused by 
the backward movement of the firearm upon firing, can impact shooter 
stability and follow-up shot accuracy. The SAKO TRG 42, chambered 
in .338 Lapua Magnum, generates a notable amount of recoil due to the 
powerful cartridge. This recoil force may require skilled shooters to 
manage and can affect the speed and precision of follow-up shots. 
However, the rifle's design incorporates features such as a muzzle 
brake or recoil-reducing mechanisms, which help mitigate recoil 
effects to some extent. The Accuracy International AWM, available in 
various calibers, also experiences recoil, with factors such as cartridge 
selection influencing the amount of recoil force. The AWM is known 
for its robust build and ergonomic design, which aids in recoil 
management and shooter comfort. In terms of budget, the cost of the 
SAKO TRG 42 and Accuracy International AWM varies. The SAKO 
TRG 42 is generally considered to be more affordable compared to the 
Accuracy International AWM. The cost of the rifles can depend on 
factors such as the specific model, chambering, accessories, and 
customization options. Budget considerations play a crucial role in 
procurement decisions, with military and law enforcement agencies 
weighing the performance and capabilities of the rifles against their 
allocated resources.

Primary military users

The SAKO TRG 42 is primarily utilized by several armed forces 
and law enforcement agencies, including the Finnish Army, German 
Army, and Dutch Special Forces. Its reputation for accuracy and 
reliability has made it a popular choice among military and law 
enforcement snipers worldwide. The Accuracy International AWM is 
employed by various military units, including the British Armed 
Forces, U.S. Navy SEALs, and Australian Special Air Service 
Regiment. Its battlefield-proven performance and exceptional precision 
have established it as a preferred sniper rifle across different 
international military branches.
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Conclusion
In conclusion, both the SAKO TRG 42 and Accuracy International 

Arctic Warfare Magnum are elite sniper rifles renowned for their 
accuracy, long-range capabilities, and battlefield effectiveness. While 
the TRG 42 offers exceptional accuracy, the AWM excels in precision 
under adverse conditions. Their effective ranges, magazine capacities, 
damage potential, and bullet speeds make them formidable weapons for

sniper engagements. The SAKO TRG 42 is utilized by the Finnish, 
German, and Dutch forces, among others, while the Accuracy 
International AWM is favored by the British, U.S., and Australian 
military units. By understanding the features and strengths of these 
rifles, military and law enforcement agencies can make informed 
decisions regarding sniper weapon selection based on their specific 
requirements and operational environments.
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