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A healthy 34 year-old male presented to the Emergency Department with a one
month history of headaches with pain behind the left eye and associated with aura
of scintillating scotomas, photophobia, and vomiting. Neurological examination
was pertinent only for diffuse hyperreflexia. Complete blood count revealed
leukocytosis of 14,300 per cubic millimeter (reference range 4,000-11,000). The
rest of the biochemical parameters were within normal limits. MRI brain (Panel A)
and MR Spectroscopy (Panel B) were consistent with gliomatosis cerebri. Patient
was started on Dexamethasone, which was continued upon discharge [1]. At four
month follow-up, patient is clinically asymptomatic and has deferred
recommended biopsy of brain. Gliomatosis cerebri is a type of astrocytoma
characterized by rapid and difficult to localize expansion infiltrating into multiple
areas of the brain simultaneously.  Fewer than 100 cases are diagnosed in the
United States every year, and patients have a very poor prognosis [2].
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Panel B: MR Spectroscopy.

Panel B: MR Spectroscopy.
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