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Abstract:

Joubert syndromes are a recessive autosomal disease, character-
ised by a varied mixture of mental retardation, brain ataxia, ep-
isodic hyperpnea, disturbances in eye coordination, pervasive
hypotonia and the visible molar dental signal on the brain im-
age. Since the late French neurologist Marie Joubert mentions
the condition in 1969, the number of recorded cases has risen
worldwide, but the disease remains underdiagnosed; the major
culprits remain the lack of knowledge of its central features
and the inexperience in brain imaging. Three Iraqi children
diagnosed with Joubert syndrome were documented in 2011
and the first ever Iraqi case series was published. Two were
historically misdiagnosed as ataxic brain paralysis and genet-
ic spinocerobellar ataxia. The third boy had missed goals. We
have been treating these children consistently every 6 months
in ambulatory surgery for the past 2 years. Epilepsy of the first
child was well-controlled, and seizures were not documented
while the diffuse icthysis of the second child was more or less
similar, with a mild learning disability and cerebellar ataxia.
The congenital amaurosis of Leber the third child and his im-
paired vision have not improved and he can not rise or rise
without much help; he is 2 years old and 7 months pregnant.
Neither child has the same disease family history. During the
past 2 years of follow-up, no renal or hepatic effects were found.
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