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. dystrophy and lattice dystrophy, which may lead to corneal edema
COI‘neal Dlseases CauseS, or opacification over time. Traumatic corneal injuries, including
o . abrasions and chemical burns, can disrupt the epithelial barrier and
Path010gy and Cllnlc al predispose the cornea to infection and scarring.
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Discussion

Corneal diseases can be broadly classified into infectious,
inflammatory, degenerative, dystrophic, and traumatic conditions.
Infectious keratitis is one of the most serious corneal disorders and
may be caused by bacteria, viruses, fungi, or parasites. Bacterial
keratitis often presents acutely with pain, redness, and corneal
ulceration, while viral infections such as herpes simplex keratitis
are characterized by recurrent episodes and characteristic dendritic
ulcers. Fungal and parasitic keratitis, although less common, are often
severe and difficult to treat, especially in tropical regions or following
ocular trauma [3,4].

Inflammatory corneal conditions include non-infectious keratitis
and peripheral ulcerative keratitis, which are frequently associated
with autoimmune or systemic inflammatory diseases. These
conditions can cause progressive corneal thinning and perforation if
not adequately managed. Degenerative disorders such as keratoconus
involve progressive thinning and protrusion of the cornea, resulting
in irregular astigmatism and visual distortion. Early detection is
important, as newer treatments such as corneal collagen cross-linking
can slow disease progression [5].

Corneal dystrophies are inherited, bilateral, and usually
progressive conditions characterized by abnormal deposition of
material within corneal layers. Examples include Fuchs endothelial
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