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Description
Geography is a field of science devoted to the study of the lands,

features, inhabitants, and phenomena of the Earth and planets. The
first person to use the word was Eratosthenes (276–194 BC).
Geography is an all-encompassing discipline that seeks an
understanding of Earth and its human and natural complexities—not
merely where objects are, but also how they have changed and come
to be. Geography is often defined in terms of two branches: human
geography and physical geography. Human geography is concerned
with the study of people and their communities, cultures, economies,
and interactions with the environment by studying their relations with
and across space and place. Physical geography is concerned with the
study of processes and patterns in the natural environment like the
atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, and geosphere. The four
historical traditions in geographical research are spatial analyses of
natural and the human phenomena, area studies of places and regions,
studies of human-land relationships, and the Earth sciences.
Geography has been called "the world discipline" and "the bridge
between the human and the physical sciences".

Geography is a systematic study of the Universe and its features.
Traditionally, geography has been associated with cartography and
place names. Although many geographers are trained in toponymy and
cartology, this is not their main preoccupation. Geographers study the
space and the temporal database distribution of phenomena, processes,
and features as well as the interaction of humans and their

environment. Because space and place affect a variety of topics, such
as economics, health, climate, plants and animals, geography is highly
interdisciplinary. The interdisciplinary nature of the geographical
approach depends on attentiveness to the relationship between
physical and human phenomena and its spatial patterns.

Integrated
Integrated geography is concerned with the description of the

spatial interactions between humans and the natural world. It requires
an understanding of the traditional aspects of physical and human
geography, like the ways that human societies conceptualize the
environment. Integrated geography has emerged as a bridge between
human and physical geography, as a result of the increasing
specialisation of the two sub-fields. Since the changing of the human
relationship with the environment as a result of globalization and
technological change, a new approach was needed to understand the
changing and dynamic relationship. Examples of areas of research in
environmental geography include: emergency management,
environmental management, sustainability, and political ecology.

Geomatics
Geomatics is concerned with the application of computers to the

traditional spatial techniques used in cartography and topography.
Geomatics emerged from the quantitative revolution in geography in
the mid-1950s. Today, geomatics methods include spatial analysis,
geographic information systems (GIS), remote sensing, and global
positioning systems (GPS). Geomatics has led to a revitalization of
some geography departments, especially in Northern America where
the subject had a declining status during the 1950s.
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